disciplines have been involved and their results are scattered amongst a variety of journals.-The present volume contains 20 main papers together with 6 additional short communications given by principal workers in the field at a recent international symposium.
Several of the contributions make it clear that although the microsomal fraction, which forms the endoplasmic reticulum in the whole cell, is an important site of protein formation, -other organelles, such as the nuclei and mitochondria, can also synthesize proteins. The basic technology of protein synthesis appears to be the same for each site but it is emphasized that there may be several types of protein formation. Thus, some proteins are made for export and excreted by the cells that made them, some are made for temporary use and are later destroyed, and some are made as permanent cellular constituents during growth and multiplication. There are also many intriguing problems, e.g., although liver microsomes make immunologically active serum albumin, the ribosomes extracted from them make protein material, but not recognizable serum albumin.
Concepts of Medicine edited by Brandon Lush MD MRCP pp x+286 illustrated 50s
Oxford, &c: Pergamon Press 1961 Dr Lush has collected 26 papers that have interested him and which had been previously published in medical journals covering the three themes, concepts of medicine, of health and disease and of medical research. The authors are nearly all physicians of the utmost fame. It is presumably to that journal's credit, and not a mark of narrow reading by Dr Lush, that 15 of the papers are reprinted from the Lancet. They make excellent reading but the regular reader of the Lancet may find nearly 5s each rather a high price to pay for the papers he has not already got. This book is one of a series of 'American Lectures in Living Chemistry' conceived, so the foreword tells us, by Dr I N Kugelmass and the publisher 'to advance our knowledge of chemical medicine in the cause of clinical practice'. Dr Kugelmass explains his concept by writing 'Once chemical truths, proofs and convictions become sound foundations for clinical phenomena, key hybrid investigators clarify the bewildering panorama of biochemical progress for application in everyday practice, stimulation of experimental research, and extension of postgraduate instruction. Each of our monographs thus unravels the chemical mechanisms and clinical management of many diseases that have remained relatively static in the minds of medical men for three thousand years. Our new Series is charged with the nisus elan of chemical wisdom supreme in choice of 'international authors, optimal in standards ofchemical scholarship, provocative in imagination for experimental research, comprehensive in discussions of scientific medicine, and authoritative in chemical perspectives of human disorders.'
Naturally such a forewordapart from our ignorance of nisus lanfills us with great expectations, particularly as both authors have worked in the field of immunology,"'but it must be confessed that the book itself is a sad disappointment. It is a review of current immunology, in which the subject matter is not very well arranged and in which the controversial points are treated very superficially. It seldom deals with problems of immunity in relation to human disease, or the metabolic influence of antigen-antibody reactions on living cells. There is a need for a book with the title that the authors have adopted, but this is not the book.
Scientific Aspects of Neurology Leeds Neurological Sciences Colloquium 1959-60 edited by Hugh Garland TD MD FRCP pp xi +264 illustrated 50s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1961
The editor and the Leeds Medical School are to be congratulated on these lectures delivered a year ago by twenty men on a wide range of topics to which no single author could possibly have done equal credit. The majority are review articles of complex and controversial subjects. The high standard of criticism achieved by Walshe on the pyramidal system is not so evident in Jefferson's article on sleep which contains yet another reproduction of Magoun's sheaves of arrows arising in the reticular formation. Exley ably discusses the inchoate pharmacology of this most fashionable resort in the central nervous system. The demyelinating disorders are reviewed by van Bogaert, H G Miller and Lumsden, with agreeably incompatible conclusions.
The 'handmaidens' of neurology are well represented by an outstanding article by Denis Hill on the EEG focus, and the clinical sections include a masterly account of the treatment of trigeminal neuralgia by Pennybacker.
McKissock's 'The Treatment of Posterior Communicating Aneurysms' struck your reviewer as unfortunate for the very reason of its authoritative coiiclusion that carotid ligation is the treatment of choice, as, despite the title, the series appears to have included an unspecified number of internal carotid aneurysms. Moreover, to assert that a controlled trial is 'ethically proper' without any mention of consultation with the patient merely stresses the need for discussion of the ethics of clinical trials.
Textbook of Clinical Medicine edited by John W Todd pp xi+564 illustrated £5 5s London: Pitman 1961 The appearance of a new textbook of medicine is an interesting event. Dr Todd's book is a composite text with ten authors, evenly divided between teaching and non-teaching hospitals.
The editor has written several sections himself, including the forthright opening pages in which many cherished beliefs are challenged in pungent style. The student is made to think of the purpose of his diagnostic effort and is reminded that a clever diagnosis that turns out later to be correct may nevertheless be wrong if founded on inadequate data at a time when no certain diagnosis can be made.
It is always easy to criticize style, content and presentation in a composite textbook and this one is no exception. The general level is very simple and, although this is to be commended, there are some parts in which the information is frankly inadequate for the modern student. Although attractively produced and easy to read one doubts whether this book will offer a serious challenge to the established British textbooks for undergraduates, which are, incidentally, appreciably cheaper.
Art and the Scientist by Geoffrey Lapage MA MSC MD MInStBiOl pp xii + 1 15 illustrated 42s Bristol: John Wright 1961
Here is a book about the drawings and paintings that have been used to illustrate scientific writings. This is a difficult enough subject to present, since it is specifically not concerned with works of graphic art which some men of science have produced, nor with the work of artists who have illustrated the work that scientists have done, nor again is it intended to be in any sense a history of the illustrations of scientific works. Its purpose is 'to consider the characteristic qualities of drawings and paintings done by scientific men and also certain questions raised by these', and (as can be guessed by this quotation) its style is apt to be a little gluey; so that this reviewer longed for some clear pattern or sequence or unifying generalizations to help him through the 106 pages in which these qualities are patiently analysed.
But if the text is rather heavy going, the illustrations are a delight. They are beautifully repro-duced, and cover the whole panorama of scientific writing from Leonardo to our near-contemporaries, with drawings from Cheselden and Hooke, from the diaries of Scott's Antarctic expedition, and from artists like Stubbs, highlighting this variegated path; and the subjects range from bestiary to histology, from a very knobbly and archaic 'evolutionary tree' to the almost indecently clear drawings of Gray's Anatomy, and from wistful flower-paintings to the unromantic 'innards' of the lug-worm.
Within its limited intentions this book is unique. One has no doubt that it is comprehensive and scholarly, even without the evidence of its formidable bibliography. And if, to the superficial reader, its arguments sometimes seem overcomplex and its conclusions elusive, the determined student of these marches of art and science will surely be rewarded.
Advances in Thyroid Research
Transactions of the Fourth International Goitre Conference, London, July 1960 general editor Rosalind Pitt-Rivers pp xix+537 illustrated £6 6s Oxford &c: Pergamon Press 1961 This book constitutes one of the most important contributions to thyroid literature in recent years. All the papers read at the Fourth International Goitre Conference have been published, after careful editing, and illustrated with a useful selection of charts and diagrams. Since some 600 endocrinologists from 50 countries attended the Conference the scope of the work can be realized and in this volume will be found contributions to every aspect of this rapidly expanding field of research which embraces not only endocrinology but also many aspects of biochemistry, genetics, geophysics and experimental biology.
The volume is especially valuable in that the references are to be found at the end of each paper and it is surprising that such a well-edited and beautifully printed book could have been produced so rapidly after the Conference. This is an essential reference volume for all medical libraries. This third edition of Rohr's pioneer volume on the human bone marrow follows in the path of the previous two. There is, of course, new information based on phase contrast and electron microscopy and introduction of isotopes has given a better insight into the launching and life span of
